


It is a school that offers something for every student regardless of their academic abilities and interests.

"(Many) people don't know what we do here. It's the best-kept secret. The individualization. The kids
can excel (in school) at what they're good at (but) you're (also) expected to participate in the
community,” said Dick-Westerby.

The new-age composite high school attempts to accommodate all students, she said.

"We're trying to open up opportunities. The reality is most (students) aim for university but most won't
get there -- it's not what they want or need. A lot happens in the teenage years in terms of making
decisions and connections. School prepares them to do some things and we like to think that we
prepare them to do a variety of things," said Dick-Westerby.

Bateman has a modest student population of 1,450 but, because of the variety of programs offered,
some of which are regional and attract students from across Halton, during the 2006-07 school year a
whopping 32 buses were needed to transport pupils to the school every day.

Programs are offered in all seven pathways of the Ontario high school curriculum. The breakdown of
students by learning stream during the last school year was as follows:

o 50 per cent in the university/college stream, the traditional academic contingent;
o 24 per cent at the Essential level, the level below applied and academic;

e 17 per cent in the International Baccalaureate (IB) pre-university regional program -- it was the first IB
centre within the Halton public board, starting in 2001; a new IB program starts in Oakville this fall;

e 4 per cent in Life Skills, modified programming for students who will not get a H.S. diploma but a
certificate, they will go on to do supported employment;

e 2 per cent in The Centre, a regional program for individuals with a range of physical and mental
challenges;

e 3 per cent in the Ontario Youth Apprenticeship Program (OYAP), pre-apprenticeship courses only

"It's a complex school, student focused," said Dick-Westerby. "If it's good for kids, we'll do it. The
complexity isn't for everybody, but it should be. Not everybody is going to get 96 per cent on a
chemistry exam or throw a TD pass in a football game.

"They (students) can do other things well. One student organized a skateboard competition. It appealed
to a population that does not get a lot of recognition," she noted.

Murray Zehr, Bateman's head of technological education, co-operative education and art, said variety
appears to be the spice of life for students at Bateman.

"Students have described their school as a mall because where else can you dine in a restaurant, get
your hair done, conjugate a French verb, change the oil in your car, make a corsage for your mom,
differentiate an equation, write an essay --and get it edited by an IB (International Baccalaureate)
student?" said Zehr.









"l like to explore everything. It isn't a place where | do a certain thing, | have a part in everything. | want
to become a chef and own my own restaurant,” said the 19 year old.

He remembers working in and making meals for Bateman's small restaurant, Le Bistro, which is open
to the public for lunch by reservation. It also sells hot meals and bakery items for takeout by the public.

One resident has been a regular visitor to Bateman's Le Bistro over the past few years.

"I have a group that comes from our condo on a Friday," said Jenny Davies, who on this particular day
was there with a group of older women. She said they often order a roast of beef or pork produced by
the students and call a couple days in advance with their large sit-down order.

"Everything we've had is excellent," Davies said of the food. "The service is really good and the young
people are very good, very polite."

Chris Cavalier is a chef and the head of Bateman's food school. The hospitality and baking teacher
started at Brock H.S. in 1990 before moving to the newly-opened Bateman.

"l oversee what goes out in the cafeteria and the restaurant,” said Cavalier, who is assisted fulltime by
chefs Doug Cooper and Neil Dinzey.

Cavalier's wife, Brenda, is an educational assistant (EA) at the school and does a lot of the food
school's product ordering.

Chris Cavalier said the Brock/Bateman food schools have graduated a number of students who are
currently working as sous (under) chefs and cooks at various restaurants in Burlington and beyond.

He said the chef-training program is so popular that the 24 student positions for 2007-08 were already
filled last spring and that there is a waiting list.

"We try to cover the same curriculum as the college courses."

Cavalier said the regional health department, St. John Ambulance officials and guest chefs from city
restaurants are asked to come in to talk to students about issues like safe food preparation, first aid,
and food industry trends and expectations.

While Dick-Westerby and Zehr are excited about the possibilities to expand student learning and
environmental stewardship, and see a bright future for Bateman in those regards, there are some
clouds on the horizon.

ENROLMENT ON THE DECLINE

The Halton District School Board has concerns about Bateman's future student enrolment ratio and,
hence, the viability of some of its programming.

The school board produced a report in June that states that by 2011 enrolment projections indicate a
significant decrease in the number of college/university stream students with the ratio of academic to
vocational pupils being about 50 per cent each. Research indicates the vocational ratio should not
exceed 30, when considering student leadership, behaviour, culture and resources.



Despite its established educational niche, Zehr has a lot more planned for Bateman in terms of
expanding the types of courses offered and updating the look and 'green' infrastructure of the school.

"The focus will be on environment, which could include a 'green’ roof, a roof-top garden growing our
own organic vegetables and herbs, an energy-conservation course focusing on solar power, wind
power and items like geothermal energy, possibly a windmill down the road or solar panels on the roof,
possibly composting at the school, more in-depth recycling, and possibly a course on organic and
healthy eating."

He would like the school to get into the latter subject in detail.

"Rather than a unit or two in a course, | would allow a whole semester on healthy eating and the power
of food. | am in the process of forming an advisory committee to assist me in these endeavors," said
Zehr.

There are other initiatives and programs at Bateman that are likely unique to Halton such as the
Shakespeare Festival where drama students dress up in Elizabethan period costume and perform
scenes from The Bard's plays. The school's foyer is decorated to resemble London's historic Globe
Theatre.

"The real icing on the cake -- we prepare wedding cakes as well -- are the extras that we do at
Bateman that separate us from any other school in Ontario," said Zehr.

"The school hosts an annual holiday dinner where more than 1,000 students and staff sit together
family-style and enjoy a turkey dinner compliments of its food school students and staff.

"There is also the annual dinner theatre, which showcases the school's hospitality and arts students. In
May it presented the musical play the Pirates of Penzance complete with a three-course meal," he said.

Other initiatives at Bateman include occasional Town Hall-style meetings where students discuss teen
issues and focus on school-based concerns or projects.

The school also stages what it calls ‘empowerment’ meetings in May. Male and female students attend
separate forums where they can discuss gender-specific issues and attend workshops on things like
pilates, diet and sports psychology.

Bateman has a Student Government Organization through which students create, organize and run
events throughout the school year. Events include the Grade 9 Olympics, school dances where more
than 400 students attend, and spirit weeks.

SCHOOL-BASED CLUBS

There is also a lunchtime leadership group that organizes staff/student games, fundraising initiatives
and lunch-time activities.

Bateman has a large athletic program boasting more than 35 teams involving 500 athletes. The sports
run the gamut of the traditional and even includes cricket. Ninety-five per cent of Bateman's coaches
are staff members.



Then there are the school-based clubs.

"Not everyone can be a sports star so we have a sewing club, a curling team, a stained glass club and
a knitting club," said Dick-Westerby.

Bateman's School Reach academic competition team finished first in Halton in 2007.

One of its IB students finished first in the national biology contest, and another student received a top
10 Award in a Canada-wide chemistry competition.

In the International Baccalaureate program, the first graduating class had 11 students while the 2006-
07 graduating class had 22 students.

The goal of the IB curriculum is to deepen the scope of the student's learning, offering enrichment
beyond the Ontario curriculum to prepare them for a smooth transition to university.

Bateman 2007 graduate Megan Bagley obtained a perfect score in gaining her IB diploma, a mark very
few people attain worldwide. She is attending the University of Wyoming this fall on a full scholarship to
study astrophysics.

STANLEY CUP KEY RING ORDERED

She received so much advance course credit from having done so well in her IB courses that she will
be able to study English literature and music as well.

Then there's the school's machine shop, which has gained some recognition for its production of a
unique item.

Jennifer Bishop, an EA at Bateman and a longtime friend of Phil Pritchard, local resident and curator
and vice-president of the Hockey Hall of Fame in Toronto, presented him with a metallic Stanley Cup
key ring to show him what Bateman's manufacturing class had been making.

Soon afterward the HHoF requested 12 additional key Cup rings. The first order was distributed among
the staff at the hall. A second order of 50 key rings was placed on behalf of The Hockey Hall Of Fame,
to be distributed around the world at destinations the Stanley Cup visits.

"We only charge a couple bucks per. The more people order, the cheaper they become. We make
maybe 50 cents off of each and that money goes directly back into the manufacturing program.

"We don't make much money off of these, but people enjoy them and the kids take pride in them. Plus,
it is great PR for our school and our programming,"” said Zehr.

FAST FACTS ABOUT ROBERT BATEMAN H.S.:

o All students and staff belong to one of four houses: purple, gold, white or black. Everyone earns
house points through achievement, effort, citizenship and other activities that bring honour to
Bateman. Houses and individuals are recognized at the Bateman Best awards in June. The winning
school's students have their full names placed on a large display board in perpetuity in the cafeteria.






